[image: image1.wmf]
WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2011-2012
KINDERGARTEN

Information for Parents

Wildwood Early Childhood Center

(978) 694-6010
www.wilmington.k12.ma.us

[image: image9.wmf]
WELCOME…


…to the kindergarten program at the Wildwood Early Childhood Center, Wilmington Public Schools.  Whether you’re a first time kindergarten parent or a “veteran”, this booklet is designed to inform you of the goals and objectives of the program, as well as to provide you with answers to the many questions you must have regarding your child’s early educational experience.


We take great pride in our kindergarten program and look forward to providing you and your child with an enriching, happy kindergarten year.

School Supplies
When your child starts kindergarten, he/she will need the following supplies:

· A manageable backpack that is large enough to accommodate a 3 ring binder, art work, papers, a library book and other treasures.  A suggested size would be one that is approximately 12” x 18”.
· A pair of sneakers to wear on “gym day”.



 

· A small, healthy, peanut-free snack each day.

· A bus tag supplied by the kindergarten teacher, to be worn the first few weeks of school.
· package Crayola markers-8 classic colors

· package Dry Erase markers (broad tip)-non toxic, low odor

· 4oz bottle of Elmer’s Glue

· yellow highlighter

· 4 pack of glue sticks

· large pink pencil eraser

NOTE:  Some classroom teachers will also be requesting that each student purchase a 3 ring binder for the year.  Please do not purchase a binder until you hear from your child’s classroom teacher as to what size and style is preferred for their classroom needs.    

*Please do not label supply items with student’s names*

Donations for the class…very appreciated but not required.

       Clorox Wipes

Tissues

Hand sanitizer

Ziploc Bags (all sizes)

Roll of Paper towels
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School Supply Letter from Parent Advisory Council
Dear Parents, 

The Wildwood P.A.C. (Parent Advisory Council) is pleased to inform you of a new, optional, way to purchase your child's requested school supplies. It is simple, quick, and easy. No longer will you need to endure driving to multiple stores finding empty shelves and fighting long lines to fulfill our teacher’s supply lists. U.S.A. School Supplies has designed a program that creates a custom school supply kit based on our school’s specific supply list. You simply log onto their website and place your order. All the kits are delivered to your home and are ready to use on the first day of class. 

Best of all, U.S.A. School Supplies will donate 10% of the purchase price of all “Classroom Custom Supply Kits” right back to our school. 

We also have the opportunity to supply deserving students with donated supply kits and to purchase “Teacher’s Wish List” items through this program. 

To purchase your “Classroom Custom Supply Kit”, simply visit the website: www.usaschoolsupplies.com/Wildwood.html and with a few clicks of your computer’s mouse, ensure your child will have the correct school supplies ready to use on the first day of class. U.S.A. School Supplies accepts Visa and MasterCard as well as personal checks or money orders. 

We appreciate your support of our new program and hope it helps make your summer a little more enjoyable. 




~Wildwood P.A.C.

Wildwood School Hours: 
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8:50am – 2:05pm

*Car Riders can begin being dropped off in the cafeteria at 8:30am*

A typical kindergarten schedule:

[image: image5.wmf]
· Arrival activities

· Meeting Time/Center Time

· Large and/or small group activities (Literacy)

· Snack

· Learning Centers

· Lunch

· Large and/or small group activities (Math)

· Specialists (Gym, Art, Music, Library, Computer Lab)

· Large and/or small group activities (Science/Social Studies)

· Dismissal

The kindergarten classroom typically includes:

· A library area

· A writing center

· A listening center

· A math manipulative area

· A hands-on science center

· An art area, which is well stocked with materials

· A dramatic role playing area

· A block building area

· A sand/water/rice play area

Progress Report Card…
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During the kindergarten year, your child will be guided to progress according to his/her natural pace.  This progress will be shared with the parents in January and May in a progress report.  At that time you will also receive an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher to discuss your child’s progress.  If more contact is needed, arrangements will be made.  Parents are urged to become involved in their child’s education during this most important school year.

BUILDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

In order for the school to provide your child with the best educational experience, we ask that you please comply with the following procedures:

· Notes to Teachers:  Kindly put your child’s name, teacher’s name and room number on any notes sent in.
· Absences:  If your child is absent, please call the school (978) 694-6010.  Upon returning to school, please send a note to the teacher explaining the absence.  Please do not e-mail absentee information to the teacher.  You may leave information on the office answering machine after school hours.
· Tardy Students:  When a child is tardy for school, please be sure to stop at the office and sign them in before going to the classroom.
PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:  Please be sure to be visible at your child’s bus stop when your child is dropped off.  The bus drivers have been instructed not to let any child off the bus if the parent or designee is not there to greet them.  Policy states that the child will remain on the bus and be returned to the Wildwood School to be picked up by a parent.  Also, please note that a child will not be allowed to come to school or go home on a different bus, except in the event of an emergency, only with approval from the office.

Please be advised:  The safety of each child is always our primary focus.  However, situations beyond our control, may arise, such as, delays at other schools, construction, driver illness, traffic, etc., which may cause buses to be later than usual.  If you have a concern regarding the delayed arrival of your child’s bus it is the responsibility of the parent to call the school for information.

· Safety:  It is a safety policy that all parents and visitors must sign in at the office and take a visitor pass before proceeding through the building.  All doors are locked 10 minutes after the school day begins and all visitors must be buzzed in through the front door.  Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated.  
· Address Changes:  If you change your address or telephone number, please keep the school informed of the change.  It is essential in case of any emergency that we are able to contact you or the person you designate to be contacted.
· Questions:  If you have any questions regarding your child’s kindergarten experience, please do not hesitate to contact his/her teacher or school principal.
FYI – If you need to speak to your child’s teacher after classes have begun, please call the school and leave a message. He/she will return your call as soon as possible.

BUILDING AND SAFETY PROCEDURES FOR PARENTS (cont.)
· Bus Tags
You will receive a bus tag for your child to wear the first two weeks of school.  This tag is imperative for the safety of your child at arrival and dismissal times.  Please keep in mind that approximately 150 people are moving about the building at these times, and wearing this tag will help ensure that your child is in the correct location.

· Lunch
The children are able to purchase Lunch daily. A full lunch with dessert is $2.30. Lunch without dessert is $1.80. The cost of 1% milk is $.50. Snacks consumed in the classroom must be PEANUT-FREE. Lunch is a PEANUT-SAFE environment.

Encourage your child to be self-sufficient:
· In dressing:  tying shoes, buttoning clothes, working zippers, managing boots and winter clothes.
· Reminding your child to give any notes to their teachers when they arrive at school.
· Encouraging your child to share their backpack contents daily with you!
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(Arrival and Dismissal:
· Please see specific arrival and dismissal procedures located under “Arrival and Dismissal Procedures” on  the Wildwood School website
(Clothing Labels:  Please be sure to label all your child’s possessions with his/her name… especially important with backpacks, jackets and coats.  Label should be visible to the child.

(Bus Conduct and Safety:  Riding the bus is a privilege.  For the safety of each child and the driver, your child needs to stay seated at all times during the entire bus ride to and from school.  We encourage the children to use a quiet voice and to sit toward the front of the bus.

GENERAL INFORMATION

KINDERGARTEN  PHILOSOPHY FOR WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

This philosophy has been developed in accordance with the mission statement of the Wilmington Public Schools, which states the following:



The Wilmington Public Schools will provide a student centered



education which fosters critical inquiry enabling the individual



to be a productive citizen, respectful of self and others, and



capable of adapting to a changing world and its technology.

The following philosophy recognizes that an early childhood educational program is the critical first 

stage of a child’s educational experience.  As such, it is the primary goal of our kindergarten program to provide a secure, inviting, success-oriented environment, which meets the cognitive, emotional, social and physical needs of the whole child at his/her individual developmental level.

Our high quality early childhood program is one that is based on two principles of human growth.  First, that all children develop according to a normative pattern and second, that children vary in the rate at which they grow.  We recognize that most children learn to walk, talk, write and read; however, the rate at which this learning takes place differs for each child.  Some children learn early; some learn later.  The same is true in the development of academic, social and emotional skills.  While fostering social-emotional development, our early childhood program is designed to develop children’s skills in the academic areas of writing, reading, mathematics, science, social studies, technology and the arts.  Our program fosters feelings of success and competence as children acquire these skills at their individual rates.

We recognize that each child possesses his/her own temperament and learning style.  We appreciate the individual differences in children and consider these differences when planning and implementing the kindergarten curriculum according to Massachusetts state curriculum frameworks.

To support every child’s quest for knowledge, a curriculum founded on sound educational research that is developmentally appropriate and sequentially coordinated is needed.  Providing a hands-on interdisciplinary instructional approach is essential in fostering the above stated beliefs of learning and child development.  In addition, our kindergarten program strives to provide for each child the opportunity to interact positively with peers and adults, to encourage respect for individual differences, share ideas and develop positive self-esteem.

Finally, while encouraging optimum academic achievement this supportive atmosphere also advocates human values that develop social awareness and mutual respect in our global society.  We recognize and appreciate that the interdependence of students, parents, teachers and community is essential for the achievement of a well-founded educational experience.  We believe that the high standards of accomplishment that we set for children must be matched by the high expectations that we establish for ourselves.

WILDWOOD EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
STAFF
Robert Arsenault – Interim Principal

Erin Burke – Head Teacher

Michelle Yeomelakis – School Nurse

Doria Gearty – Secretary

Kindergarten Teachers




Kindergarten Teachers 

Dolores Harrison
-Room 1



Kristin O’Toole
-Room 10

Christine Stanford
-Room 6



Marianne Puddister   -Room 11
Christine Holloran
-Room 8



Kim Cummings

-Room 7
Emily Vieira

-Room 9





Marion Valeri
           -Room 14

Support Staff







Holly Griffin

-Art






Deb Stolar     
-Music






Sophie Bishop

-Physical Education




Lauren Bessette
-Speech Pathologist




Maura Curran   
-Speech Pathologist
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-Resource/Learning Specialist

Eileen Lee

-Physical Therapist

Elizabeth Parisi
-Occupational Therapist

Karen Braganca
-Occupational Therapist
Margaret Magee
-Communications Assistant

Christine Lacey
-Reading Specialist
NOTES FROM THE NURSE

Health requirement for entry into kindergarten:

· Three doses of HEP B

· Five doses of DtaP/DTP

· Four doses of Polio

· Two doses of MMR

· Two  dose of Varicella or documentation of the chickenpox disease (month and year). 
·  An physical completed within 12 months prior to entering kindergarten.
· Documentation of lead testing and TB testing with the results.

Please Do Not Panic if your child’s physical is not due until after the start of school.  Many insurance companies will hold you to the calendar year requirement.  It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to notify the school nurse that this is the case and when the exam will be completed.  If your child is due for immunizations, please ask your physician to administer them before entry to school.  THIS IS A STATE REQUIREMENT. OTHERWISE, YOUR CHILD MAY BE DELAYED IN STARTING SCHOOL. 
· Communication is the key in helping to care for and provide a safe/healthy learning environment for your child.  You know your child better than anyone and it’s up to you to provide the information necessary to accomplish this goal.  Please keep the nurse up to date regarding any health matters concerning your child.  When calling in an absence, please indicate if it is due to a specific illness, i.e. strep throat, stomach bug, etc.  This helps with tracking illnesses.

· If your child will require medication to be administered during the school day, please contact the nurse for the appropriate consent forms.  You may download medication permission forms from the “Nurse’s Notes” on the school web page. This also applies to any child requiring possible administration of an epi-pen or allergy medication by the school nurse.  Parents/guardians are required to transport all medication directly to school for the child.  DO NOT SEND MEDICATION OF ANY KIND IN YOUR CHILD’S BACKPACK OR ON THE SCHOOL BUS.  

· Parents are reminded to use discretion when sending their child to school with colds, headaches or stomach disorders.  The child may be exposing others and may not benefit educationally.  If your child has been dismissed form school with fever or contagious symptoms, i.e. nausea and vomiting, we respectfully ask you to refrain from sending him/her back to school for 24 hours or until your child is symptom or fever free.
· The Wildwood Early Learning Center is a PEANUT SAFE building. Snacks consumed in the classroom must be PEANUT/TREENUT-FREE. Lunch is a PEANUT/TREENUT-SAFE environment  due to the nature of the life-threatening consequences and the inability of children at this age level to comprehend this issue.  We do ask that parents discuss with their child the policy of not sharing snacks with friends in school or on the bus.  We have had great success and cooperation with this matter.  A detailed approved snack list will be provided at orientation. 
Thank you in advance for helping us provide a safe and healthy learning environment for the coming year.

Michelle Yeomelakis, RN

Wildwood School Nurse

(978)694-6010
