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Building Capacity Workshop
Series Completed
Each year the Wilmington Public Schools Title I program conducts a series of parent workshops. To prepare for this Title I parents were surveyed using a questionnaire to determine areas about which they would like to learn more in order to better help their children with reading at home.  The results of these surveys were used to plan a series of three Building Capacity Workshops for Title I parents, tailored to meet their identified needs.  The goal of these workshops is to provide opportunities for parents to learn more about the Title I program and to learn more about assisting their children with reading at home.   
The first workshop was help on November 17, 2011, and was entitled, Working with Words and Early Reading Strategies.    The Title I teachers, Mrs. Cheryl Hackett and Mrs. Patricia Linscott from the Woburn Street School, along with Title I Director, Mr. Jerry LaPointe, presented information about beginning reading strategies for building students’ ability to decode words and develop a sight vocabulary.  Each of the reading specialists contributed to the program by presenting different aspects of working with words.  

On Wednesday, December 14, 2011, the second workshop in the series was presented.  The title of the second workshop was Guided Reading:  
Helping Your Child Become A Strategic Reader.  The final workshop in this series was presented on January 12, 2012, in the Woburn Street School library.  The topic for this workshop was Choosing Books for Your Child and Beginning Writing.  Mrs. Hackett and Mrs. Linscott from the Woburn Street School discussed leveled reading materials. In addition, beginning writing was discussed and strategies used to teach children to write were presented. A video demonstrating a writing lesson was also shown.  Mr. LaPointe presented a powerpoint presentation on “Putting Reading First in the Home” and the Parent Involvement Policy for the district and for the school were reviewed so parents would have another opportunity to offer suggestions regarding our parent involvement policies.
At the conclusion of each workshop parents were asked to complete a questionnaire, providing feedback about the sessions and their value to them.  We hope those who attended this series of workshops found it of value and that we were able to provide some useful information and suggestions to parents.  
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Read Aloud Workshop

February 9, 2012

The next Title I program for parents will be presented on Thursday, February 9, 2012, and is entitled, Learning to Read:  Selecting Books and Reading Aloud to Your Child.  Our guest presenter will be the assistant principal at the Shawsheen School, Mr. Jason Fredette.  Mr. Fredette is committed to the importance of reading aloud to children and has presented this program to Title I parents before.  It has always been enthusiastically received.  He will discuss the benefits of reading to children, as well as presenting guidelines for reading aloud.  Research supporting this practice will be presented and Mr. Fredette will also talk about the importance of selecting the “right” book, how to organize books and select favorite authors, and how to create an “environment’ for listening to stories.  We hope you will be able to join us on February 9th for this very informative program.  It will be held in the library of the Woburn Street School from 7:00 to 8:00 in the evening.  A notice is posted on the website for both the Woburn Street School and the Shawsheen School.  Please come and bring a friend!  It will be a great evening and a great opportunity to learn more about reading aloud to your children and its importance in their reading development.  
Parent/Teacher Conferences
The first elementary parent/teacher conference was held on December 8, 2011.  We hope you had an opportunity to talk with both your child’s classroom teacher and his or her Title I reading teacher.   In addition, please remember you can contact your child’s Title I teacher any time you have a question or a concern. The next scheduled conference will take place on March 15, 2012.  You should have received a progress report from the Title I teacher with the report card that was issued in November and you will receive two more written progress reports this year, one in March and one in June along with the remaining two report cards.   Please remember, your involvement is vital to your child’s education.  It is when the school and the home work closely together that the best student progress is made.
Ideas and Information for Parents

A new set of Ideas and Information for Parents  has been posted on the website for the Woburn Street School and for the Shawsheen School.  Please go to the Ideas and Information for Parents link under the notice for the next Title I parent workshop and click.  You will find a parent almanac for January and February with dates to assist with discussion, creative writing, school reports, etc., as well ideas for stories, suggestions for working with words, and other types information we hope will be useful to parents.  These are updated every couple of months so please check the link periodically. 
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Poetry for Winter. . . 

January

The days are short,

    The sun a spark

Hung thin between

    The dark and dark.

Fat snowy footsteps

    Track the floor.

Milk bottles burst

    Outside the door.

The river is

    A frozen place

Held still beneath

    The trees of lace.

The sky is low.

    The wind is gray.

The radiator

    Purrs all day.




John Updike

Martin Luther King

Got me a special place

For Martin Luther King.

His picture on the wall

Makes me sing.

I look at it for a long time

And think of some

Real good ways

We will overcome.



Myra Cohn Livingston

Beyond Winter

Over the winter glaciers

    I see the summer glow,

And through the wild-piled snowdrift

    The warm rosebuds below.



Ralph Waldo Emerson

Ice

When Winter scourged the meadow and         

    the hill

And in the withered leafage worked his 

    will,

The water shrank, and shuddered, and

     stood still – 

Then built himself a magic house of 

    glass,

Irised with memories of flowers and 

    grass,

Wherin to sit and watch the fury pass.



Charles G. D. Roberts

Annual Title I Conference

Each year a Title I Conference is held for Title I teachers, administrators, and parents.   This year marks the 35th Annual Title I Conference.  It will be held on March 5th and March 6th at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough, MA.  Information regarding registration will be posted when it arrives.  Parents of children in a Title I program are allowed to attend both days free of any registration charges.
