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Wilmington, Massachusetts

Shawsheen School









June, 2010
Dear Parents:

Summer is here!  We hope that you are ready to enjoy many fun times with your children.  We would like to encourage you to take time to read with your child.

To find books that will encourage this activity we are giving you a suggested reading list.  Because of the district’s decision to go “green” this year, the suggested reading list is currently available on the Shawsheen School’s web site, along with this letter and some other suggestions for summer reading.  Please do not limit yourself to books by only the authors on this list as these books are only suggestions.  Also, you might want to find a novel that you would like to read aloud with your child or, if you are taking a trip by car, listening to a book on tape or CD is another wonderful way to enjoy a book.

We encourage you to attend the summer reading program at the Wilmington Memorial Library.  Fliers are being sent home and the program promises to be an exciting one for our students.  It is called Go Green at Your Library.  This program will begin on June 17th and continue throughout the summer.  You may pick up your free summer reading kits anytime during library hours beginning on June 17th.  During the summer children can log their reading, enter contests and drawings, get free things, attend exciting programs, and check out lots of books and other items for their summer’s entertainment and enrichment.  If you prefer, you can sign up for summer reading online at www.readsinma.org/wilmington.  Click “Children’s Summer Reading Program” then “Sign Me Up”, pick a username and password, and fill in the form.  However, all activities are not available online.  For some, you must go to the library.  For further information go to the library web site www.wilmlibrary.org or try the web site for our Houghton Mifflin reading program www.eduplace.com.  This website has suggestions for books that are connected to the school year reading program.  

When your children return to school in September, we will have a special incentive for those returning their summer reading folder from the library or the Wilmington Public Schools reading log included with this information.  
Have a wonderful summer and, HAPPY READING!

SEVEN WAYS TO ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO READ THIS SUMMER
1. READ TO YOUR CHILD.  Just a few minutes each day sharing a story or part of a book with you child can increase the youngster’s interest in reading.  Children often enjoy reading books on their own that parents have read to them before.  Bedtime is often a good time to share love and reading with your child.  Remember that your school-age child may still enjoy being read to, even as he gets older and is able to read on his own.  She may also like to read aloud to you.

2. BE A READER YOURSELF.  Children often follow the examples of their parents.  Your child should see you read daily.  If you show that reading is both an important source of information and a pleasant pastime for you, chances are that your child will also view reading that way.

3. VISIT THE LIBRARY.  Take some time to let your child discover the joy and adventure of exploring the library’s vast store of reading materials.  Your child is certain to find many interesting books among the rows of materials written especially for young people.  The pride of owning a library card can also encourage children to read more.

4. PROVIDE BOOKS THAT YOUR CHILD WILL ENJOY.  One good way to encourage reading is to find books that relate to your child’s interests and reading ability.  Librarians can suggest books that children of different ages usually enjoy.  Teachers can also recommend good books that match your child’s reading level.  Remember that most children like easy books for leisure reading.  Even easy books often include some new words and concepts, and they provide children with pleasant reading practice.

5. MAKE READING A RELAXED ACTIVITY.  Reading should be fun for your child.  Encourage your child to read for pleasure, but don’t force the youngster to read for long periods of time.  Just 15 minutes of reading each day during the summer will help your child keep reading skills sharp.  These 15 minutes can even be divided into two or three shorter sessions.

6. READ TOGETHER AS A FAMILY.  Try setting aside some time every once in a while when the family gathers to read together.  You might share one story or you can all read different things.  Allowing the child to choose the materials will make the reading session more enjoyable for the youngster.

7. ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO JOIN A SUMMER READING PROGRAM.  Many communities sponsor summer programs through schools or local libraries.  These organized activities often create great student interest in reading.  Schools sometimes also offer specialized summer programs for children needing extra reading help. 
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Some Suggested Activities:

Entering Grade One

1. Draw a picture of your favorite character in the book.

2. Read a book about an animal.  Draw a picture of the animal in its habitat.

Entering Grade Two:

1. Draw a picture of your favorite part of a story.  Tell what is happening in the 

illustration.  Write down the title of the book and the author’s name.

2. Pretend you could be a character from one of the books that you have read.  

Who would that be?  Think of another adventure that this character would have.  Write it down.  You might want to illustrate this adventure.

Entering Grade Three:

1. Become a character from one of the books that you have read.  What made you want to become this character?  (Did this person have exciting adventures?  Did this person solve a problem?)

2. Write a letter to the author of a book that you liked.

3. Draw picture of a favorite part of one of the books you’ve read.  Write a 

Caption for it.  On the back of the picture write the title of the book and the author’s name.

Entering Grade Four:

1. Read a biography.  Would you like to be this person?  Explain why using 

details from the book to back up your answer.

2. Read a mystery book.  Find two clues that the author gives you so that you 

might solve the mystery.

3. Select any book that interests you.  Think about what made you select this

book.  Was it the cover?  Was it the subject?  Was it a book by a favorite author?  Can you tell me why you chose this book?

Entering Grade Five:

1. Read a biography.  Would like to be this person?  Explain why, using details 

from the book to back up your answer.

2. Read a nonfiction book.  List three new pieces of information you learned in 

this book.  Write a question related to the topic that was not answered in this text.  Make sure that you tell me the name of the book you used and the author.

3. Read a joke book.  Try to make up your own jokes.  If they are good, we will

publish them in the fall.

4. What was your favorite fiction book that you read this summer?  Explain your 

answer using details from the story.
Everyone:

Read aloud to someone or be read to by someone.

Read and write poetry.
Students entering

Grade Two

September, 2009

Adler, David






   Young Cam Jansen



    

Aliki

Arnold, Tedd







Asch, Frank






    Mooncake

Baker, Keith

    On the Go with Mr. and Mrs. Green

Bang-Campbell, Monica

    Little Rat Sets Sail

Bottner, Barbara

     Pish and Posh Wish for Fairy Wings




    
Brett, Jan

Broach, Elise

    When Dinosaurs Came With Everything

Bulla, Clyde Robert

    The Chalk Box Kid






Byars, Betsy

   The Golly Sisters

   My Brother Ant

Caldecott Medal Winners

Capucilli, Alyssa,

   Biscuit stories

Carle, Eric

Cazet, Derys

    A Snout for Chocolate

Chaconas, Dori

    Cork & Fuzz

Cushman, Doug

   Aunt Eater Loves a Mystery

DePaola, Tomi

DiCamillo, Kate

    Mercy Watson books

Dodds, Dayle Ann

    Minnie’s Diner

Ehlert, Lois,

   Waiting for Wings

Falconer, Ian

Frazee, Marla

    A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever

Goble, Paul

   Iktomi and the Boulder

Griffith, Helen

   Grandaddy and Janetta

Guest, Elissa Hoden

    Iris and Walter and the Field Trip

Henkes, Kevin

Hennessy, B. G.

    The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Hest, Amy

   In the Rain with Baby Duck

Hillert, Margaret

    Beginning Reader series

Hoberman, Mary Ann

    You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You books

Hopkins, Lee Bennet,

   Poetry books

Howe, James,

   Pinky and Rex stories

Krensky, Stephen

Lester, Helen

Lionni, Leo

Lobel, Arnold

Marshall, James,

   George and Martha

   Miss Nelson stories

Minarik, Else

   Little Bear stories

Osborne, Mary Pope

    Magic Treehouse books

Pennypacker, Sara

    Clementine series

    Stuart series

Rathmann, Peggy

    Officer Buckle and Gloria

Roy, Ron

    A to Z Mysteries

Rylant, Cynthia

   Henry and Mudge stories

   Mr. Putter and Tabby  stories

Silverman, Erica

    Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa books

Simont, Marc,

   The Stray Dog

Steig, William

Taback, Simms  

Thomas, Shelley

   Good Night series

Van Leeuwen, Jean

   Oliver and Amanda Pig stories

Waber, Bernard

   Ira Sleeps Over

Wells, Rosemany

Wiseman, Bernard

Yaccarino, Dan,

   Deep in the Jungle

Zion, Gene,

   Harry, the Dirty Dog

Students entering

Grade Three

September, 2009

Aardema, Verna 

   African Folktales

Adler, David

   Cam Jansen books

   Picture Book Biographies

Bang, Molly

Barrows, Annie

Blume, Judy

Branley, Franklyn

   Let’s Read and Find Out Science 

   Books

Brown, Don

Byars, Betsy

    The Seven Treasure Hunts

Cameron, Ann

Campbell, Sarah

    Wolfsnail

Carrick, Carol,

   Patrick’s Dinosaurs

Cazet, Danys

   Minnie and Moo stories

Christopher, Matt

   Early Chapter Books

Cleary, Beverly

    Muggie Maggie

Cole, Joanna,

   The Gator Girls

   Magic School Bus books

Conford, Ellen

    A Case for Jenny Archer

Cooney, Barbara, 

   Miss Rumphius

Cushman, Doug,

   Inspector Hopper

   Aunt Eater stories

Davies, Nicola

   Surprising Sharks

Dodds, Dayle Ann

    Minnie’s Diner

Fromenthal, Jean-Luc and Jolivet, Joelle

   365 Penguins

Gannett, Ruth Stiles

    Three Tales of My Father’s Dragon

Gantos, Jack

Greenwald, Sheila

   Rosy Cole’s Best Ever Tour of New York City

Gerstein, Mordicai

    The Man Who Walked Between 

    The Towers

Haas, Jessie

    Jigsaw Pony

Henkes, Kevin

   Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse

Hurwitz, Johanna,

   Russell Sprouts

Kellogg, Stephen

Kerley, Barbara

   What To Do About Alice

Kline, Suzy

Koller, Jackie French

    The Dragonling

Lester, Helen

Mahy, Margaret

    The Great White Man-Eating

    Shark

McCaughread, Geraldine

   Grandma Chickenlegs

McCully, Emily

    Marvelous Mattie

McDermott, Gerald

   Raven:  Trickster Tale

McKissack, Patricia

   Flossie and the Fox

   Goin’ Someplace Special

McNulty, Faith

    If You Decide to Go to the Moon

Mills, Claudia

   Gus and Grandpa at Basketball

Mochizuki, Ken

    Be Water, My Friend

Osborne, Mary Pope

    Magic Treehouse books

Parish, Peggy,

   Amelia Bedelia books

Peet, Bill

Polacco, Patricia

   The Bee Tree

   Rechenka’s Eggs

Prelutsky, Jack

   Poetry Books

Radowsky, Colby

    The New Door Dogs

Rappaport, Doreen

   Martin’s Big Words

Rylant, Cynthia

   High Rise Private Eyes series

Sachar, Louis

    Marvin Redpost books

San Souci, Robert

Sharmat, Marjorie

   Nate the Great stories

Stewart, Sarah,

   The Gardener

Tang, Greg

Wiesner, David

Wood, Audrey

   Heckedy Peg

Van Allsburg, Chris

Viorst, Judith

Yolan, Jane,

Commander Toad        stories      
Zelinsky, Paul O.

Students entering

Grade Four

September, 2009

Fiction

Eyewitness Juniors

American Girl Series

Bishop, Nic

    Frogs

Blume, Judy

Bordon, Louise

   Sleds on Boston Common

Chandra, Deborah & Comora, Madeleine

    George Washington’s Teeth

Christopher, Matt

Clifford, Eth 

   Flatfoot Fox

   Help, I’m a Prisoner in the Library

Cole, Joanna

   Magic School Bus books

Conford, Ellen

   Jenny Archer stories

Cutler, Jane

    ‘Gator Aid

Davies, Jacqueline

    The Lemonade War

DePaola, Tomie

Dowell, Frances O’Roark

    Phineas L. MacGuire

Erickson, Russell,
   Warton and Morton
Fleischman, Paul

   Weslandia

Greene, Stephanie

   Owen Foote series

Griffin, Adele

    Witch Twins

Haas, Jessie

   Runaway Radish

   Beware the Mare

Howe, James

   Bunnicula

Hurwitz, Johanna

    One Small Dog

Kimmell, Eric

   Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock

Kinsey-Warnock, Natalie

    The Canada Geese Quilt

Kline, Suzy

   Horrible Harry series

   Herbie Jones series

Lewis, Maggie

    Morgy Makes His Move

Lucas, D. J.

    Dear Max

Meddaugh, Susan

    Lulu’s Hat

Nobleman, Marc Taylor

    Boys of Steel

Osborne, Mary Pope

   Tales from the Odyssey books

   American Tall Tales

Peterson Jon 

   The Littles

Sachar, Louis

   Marvin Redpost series

Slote, Alfred 
   My Robot Buddy

Warner, Gertrude
   Boxcar Children books

Books in a Series

Scholastic

   Dear America series

Cleary, Beverly

   Ramona stories

Danziger, Paula

   Amber Brown series

Henry, Marguerite

   Horse Stories

King-Smith, Dick

   Animal Stories

Leguin, Ursula

   Catwing series

McDonald, Megan

   Judy Moody series

Richardson, Charisse K.

    The Real Lucky Charm

Sachs, Marilyn

    The Four Ugly Cats in Apartment 3D

Scieszka, Jon

   Time Warp Trio series

Sobol, Donald

   Encyclopedia Brown

Wilder, Laura Ingalls

   Little House on the Prairie series

Poetry Books

Douglas Florian

Eloise Greenfield

Myra Cohn Livingston

Jack Prelutsky

Shel Silverstein

James Stevenson

Wilmington Public Schools

Summer Reading Chart

Below, please make a list of the books that you have read during the summer.  Have a parent sign for each book that you read.  Bring this page or the form from the public library back to your librarian in the fall to receive your reading incentive.  Happy reading!!!!

Your Name











Teacher’s Name (2010-2011)








	Date
	Title
	Author
	Initials

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


