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September 7, 2011
Dear Shawsheen Parent/Guardian:

With the passage of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) in 2002, a goal was established for all students to achieve proficiency in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics by 2014. Each year student performance, as measured by the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS), is examined to determine if a school is making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) towards students scoring in the proficiency range in both English language arts and mathematics.

As you may recall, in 2009 and 2010, we did not make AYP in ELA and when you do not make AYP for two consecutive years, you receive a status of school improvement year one. I am pleased to report that we did make AYP in ELA with our 2011 MCAS performance.  However, we remain in the status of school improvement year one since we are required to make AYP for two consecutive years before we return to a status of no status. 
The Shawsheen faculty, along with the Data Team, will continue our work to further analyze the MCAS 2011 data. Once again, we will determine what areas need to be addressed further and strategize the best ways this can be accomplished. We will be working collaboratively with the reading staff and Elementary Literacy Coordinator. We will explore all options and develop action plans to achieve established goals. The Superintendent has assured me that she will provide the necessary assistance and resources to help the school address the specific areas of instructional improvement.

Although many of our students fared well on the 2011 MCAS testing in ELA based on preliminary data, we will continue to strive to assist every child to achieve in the proficiency range in ELA. Once final data is available for public release from DESE, it will be posted on the Shawsheen School web page. Thank you for you attention to the information shared in this letter.

Sincerely,

Robert P. Appolloni






Kathleen A. Burnham
Principal
Assistant Superintendent –Curriculum and Staff Development
cc: Joanne Benton, Superintendent of Schools







