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March 21, 2011

Dear Grade Five Parents and Guardians,

Soon the fifth grade staff at the North will prepare student data profiles on each student.  This information will assist us with the placement of students into the Middle School next year.  Your child’s academic strengths, needs, personality, and peer relations are all incorporated into these profiles.  This information will enable us to create three balanced groups of students.  These groupings are forwarded to the Middle School, where they are merged with similar profiles submitted by the North, to ultimately create three balanced houses at the Middle School.

Each of the three houses at the Middle School delivers an identical sixth grade Core Curriculum, including Unified Arts, in accordance with the Massachusetts State Frameworks.  The placement of students is random, in order to keep the houses balanced.  Students are not assigned to a particular house based on a prior sibling’s experience.

As you know, the Middle School has a daunting task of scheduling over 960 students.  Therefore, we will not accept requests for individual teams or houses.  However, if there are extraordinary circumstances, regarding your child, that you would like us to consider as we are making these decisions, please feel free to make an appointment with me before April 29th.  

We thank you for understanding of the depth of thought that goes into planning a sound learning program for every Middle School child.

Sincerely,

Frank E. Ferriero
Principal















