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September 1, 2011
Dear North Intermediate School Parents and Guardians:

With the passage of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) in 2002 a goal was established for all students to achieve proficiency in Mathematics and English Language Arts by the year 2014. Each year student performance, as measured by the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS), is examined to determine if a school’s students are making adequate yearly progress (AYP) towards proficiency.   

Proficiency scores and AYP ratings signal whether or not a school is on target to meet this goal. Since 2001 North Intermediate students have consistently made AYP in Mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA). However, the performance data this year indicates that one subgroup of students is not making AYP in English Language Arts and Mathematics. Therefore our school has been designated as a school In Need of Improvement Year 2 for Mathematics and In Need of Improvement Year 1 for ELA. It should be noted that as an aggregate we did meet our improvement target for both ELA and Mathematics. However, this designation does require us to take action.
In the coming weeks, our School Council will be revising our School Improvement Plan based on the new data. We will be working with the teachers and members of our School Council to make necessary changes to improve learning opportunities for these students. The Wilmington School District will ensure that the North receives assistance that addresses specific areas of instructional improvement.

Although the majority of our students fared well on the MCAS testing in the spring based on preliminary 2011 data, we will continue to strive to assist every child to achieve proficiency in Mathematics and English Language Arts.

Once final data is available for public release from the Massachusetts Department of Education, it will be posted on the Wilmington Middle School web page. (www.wilmington.k12.ma.us)

Sincerely,

Kate Burnham
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Assistant Superintendent
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