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• Pretty high graduation rate: 91.1%

• Good collage attendance rate: 92%
• High participation in extracurricular 

music/sports
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Instructional strategies shall: 

• personalize instruction; 
• make connections across disciplines; 

• engage students as active learners; 
• engage students as self-directed learners; 

involve all students in higher order 
thinking to promote depth of 

understanding; 
• provide opportunities for students to apply 

knowledge or skills; 
• promote student self-assessment and self 

reflection
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We teach 21st century students

in a 20th century educational model

on a 19th century school calendar
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21st Century Learning

We want our students to be successful  (in 

our 21st century) but we measure their 
learning (and school effectiveness) with 20th

century tools
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21st Century Learning

We do this in buildings organized and 

designed to support 20th century learning

We do this in buildings organized and 

designed to support 20th century learning

Defining the 21st Century 
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Defining 21st Century Learning

Engaged

Relevant

Creative
Relationships

Active + Applied
Out of School

Personalized

Make Learning Visible

Collaborative

Constructivist

Community as Resource

Integrated

Critical ThinkingVirtual

Schedule

Interdisciplinary

Project-Based Learning
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Learning Research 

ACTIVE LEARNING 
HAS MORE 

RETENTION THAN 
PASSIVE 

LEARNING 
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LEARNING 
NTL for Applied Behavioral Science
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Defining 21st Century Learning

A B

C D

Acquisition Application

Assimilation Adaptation

1 2 3 4 5

1

2

3

4

5
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BREAKING RANKS             

Changing an American Institution

Recommended Strategies Include:

•Teacher is coach and facilitator/ student is worker

•Integrate assessment with instruction

•Small learning units/banish anonymity: 600 students 

max

•Reorganize traditional departmental structure to meet 

needs of more integrated curriculum

•Alternatives to tracking and ability grouping

Defining 21st Century Learning
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25?
75?

150?  
300?

600?
1000?
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GOOGLE THE 
“MAGIC OF 150” 
GOOGLE THE 
“MAGIC OF 150” 
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Are you filling in your 
“Relevant/Not Relevant” 

sheets?

Are you filling in your 
“Relevant/Not Relevant” 

sheets?

Partnership for 21st Century Skills

Craig Jerald: Defining a 21st Century Education
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Charles Fadel: Deep Dives in the 21st Century Curriculum
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Charles Fadel: Deep Dives in the 21st Century Curriculum
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http://www.newhorizons.org/strategies/applied_learning/research3.htm

Students learn better when they are doing project- and problem-

based applied learning set in the context of the environment. 

The results were clear: students experiencing environment-based

Applied Learning scored better on standardized tests.

Defining 21st Century Learning

Additional benefits included reduced discipline and classroom 

management problems, increased student engagement and 

enthusiasm for learning, and greater student pride and ownership in 

accomplishments. The study also found that students increased in 

interpersonal abilities and teachers reported feeling revitalized.
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Arlington HS 11th Grade French Class

Café Parisien
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Poland Regional High School
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Frank Locker Educational Planning
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Science

Floors 2 + 3

Floor 1
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Frank Locker Educational Planning

Franklin HS �����������

Are you filling in your 
“Relevant/Not Relevant” 

sheets?

Are you filling in your 
“Relevant/Not Relevant” 

sheets?

20th Century Furniture

VS Furniture

21st Century Furniture 
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21st Century Furniture 

Sumway Inc 
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Dull, Olson, Weekes Architects

TEACHER 
OFFICE
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